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Of the deaths recorded in the St. Anne Soho funeral day books from 1814 through
1828, nearly half were for children under 5 yr of age. Relatively few persons died from
age 5 to age 15, but then the proportion of deaths rose steadily to a peak in the 40-49-
year group. Decline, convulsions, and inflammation account for about half of all
deaths, the causes of which were often vague and inexact.
Burials in the London Parish of St. Anne Soho were recorded beginning in
1814 in 3 large (about 91½, X 12 in.), well-bound funeral day books.' Date, name,
address, age, disease, location of grave, and "Dues," or burial charges, were entered
in a clear hand. If the decedent had lived within the Parish of St. Anne Soho,
his street address was noted; if not, the name of his parish was inscribed. If he
was a resident of the workhouse, this was also stated. Records as detailed as these
are exceptional, and are valuable to the medical historian because they supply not
only date and sex (nearly always indicated by the given name) but also age and
supposed cause of death. Information for the present study was transcribed from
a microfilm of the original records that list 8039 burials in the 15 years 1814
through 1828. Because many of the decedents came from other parishes, and pre-
sumably not all residents of St. Anne Soho were buried there, the data transcribed,
while they constitute a sizable and consecutive sample, represent the parish only
in part.
St. Anne Soho had populations of 12,288 in 1811 and 15,600 in 1831 and
so was neither the largest nor the smallest of the City of Westminster parishes
(1 ). Not the least of the problems in crowded parishes was finding room for inter-
' This publication was supported in part by NIH grant 5 ROI LM01538-01 from the
National Library of Medicine.
I am indebted to Miss Margaret Swarbrick, Archivist, and to the Archives Department,
Westminster City Library, London, for telling me of the records, granting permission to use
data and quotations from them, and providing other important assistance.
93
Copyright 0O 1974, by Academic Press, Inc.
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved.THOMAS R. FORBES
10
J F M A M J J A S O N D
FIG. 1. Pei-cent disti-ibLItion of all deaths by nmonth in 2 London parishes. O 0C: Par-ish
of St. Anne Soho, 18tS14-1828S, 8()39 deaths. *--- -i: Pai-ish of St. Bride Fleet Street,
1821-1848, 4393 deaths.
rrent of the dead. As early as the end of the 17th century, there were 15,856
burials in the equivalent of I I years in the small Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields,
an annual average of over 1400. In June 1842 a Select Committee of the House
of Comnmons, appointed to investigate the problems of burial in London, published
a horrifying report. Some parishes had enough burial space, but a good many did
not. The sexton of St. Anne Soho, a man named Fox, had become notorious for
his mqethods of making it possible to cram ever more bodies into the ground (2,
3). He seems to have had little choice; 8039 burials in 15 years meant that space
had to be found for an average of more than 500 bodies annually in the Church
of St. Anne and its graveyard. One of the record books contains a printed list
of burial fees in the parish; at the bottom of the page is the admonition: "N.B.-No
Corpse suffered to be interred in the Church or Vaults, unless enclosed in a Leaden
Coffin, and no Corpse allowed to be interred in either of the Church Yards in
any but a Wooden Coffin." Decay would proceed relentlessly in either location;
the congregation had to be protected inside the edifice, but there must be no impedi-
ment to rapid decomposition in the church yard outside if new graves were to
be dug by emptying old ones.
The records include the names of at least three rather prominent persons. Robert
Bland, M.D., known for his writings on midwifery, was buried on 5 July 1816
and was followed next day by David Williams, Esq., author of sermons and of
treatises and lectures on religion and education. On 25 January 1821 the body
of Sir John Macpherson, Baronet, Governor-General of India, and political figure,
was placed in a grave at St. Anne's.
Annual totals of burials ranged, although not progressively, from a high of 666
in 1814 to a low of 455 in 1828. 4048 (50.8% ) of the dead were males, 3921
(48.8% ) were females, and 34 (0.4% ) were of unspecified sex.
Figure 1 is a graph of the percent of deaths in each month for the Parish of
St. Anne Soho and for the Parish of St. Bride Fleet Street, also in London, at
about the same time (4).9 The two curves in general are similar. In both this and
2 The percentages have not been adjusted for the varying numbers of days per month.
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FIG. 2. Percent distribution of all deaths by age group. ----0: Parish of St. Anne Soho,
1814-1828, 8039 deaths. 0 O: England and Wales, 1968, 576,754 deaths.
other graphs showing the percent of deaths in each month in London parishes in
the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries and in England and Wales in 1962-1966 there
is a curious and unexplained "spike" for March (4-7). Thomas Short's study of
the London Bills of Mortality presents data for 1728-1742 and 1732-1746 which
reveal a similar spike for March (8).
The percent distribution of deaths by age group is shown for the parish records
in Fig. 2 and is compared with the distribution of deaths by age group in England
and Wales in 1968 (5). Most conspicuous is the fact that nearly half of all parish
deaths occurred before the age of 5. As Short mournfully concluded in 1750, "What
a fatal Time is Infancy and Childhood to young Citizens!" (8). Further details
regarding deaths in children are presented below. Figure 2 also makes it evident
that the greatest proportions of adult deaths occurred decades earlier in the 19th
than in the 20th century population.
The St. Anne Soho records for 1814-1828 were set down before the Registra-
tion Act came into operation on 1 July 1837 (10); before the latter year, appar-
ently, it was not obligatory to record a cause of death. There is no indication as
to which of the individuals who were buried in the parish was attended by a physi-
cian or of which deaths, if any, were medically certified. Certainly the causes of
death as noted range from definite to very vague indeed (Table 1). Decline, which
accounted for one-fourth of all deaths, tells us only of the course of a fatal illness.
Consumption was never listed in the St. Anne Soho burial records. Since this
disease appears very frequently in the records of other parishes (4, 6, 7, 11), it
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TABLE 1
NuITMBEI AND PERCENT OF DEATuS BY "CAUSE'
D)eclinie
Convulsiolls
I ofla inmiiation
Age
Whooping coIIghl
Measles
Watery headl
Sm11all pox
1r)OpSy
Asthma
'I'eetlh
Fever
Chuildbirth
[Not state(l]
Apoplexy
i\Iortificatio1i0
Parlalytic
Croup
A)bscess
Sud(l(ily
C(.cer
Liver grown -, liver c(omllplamilit
Firenlchl pox, Vellereal
Pleurisy
Flux, d,ysemitery
Ilheumnatisn-i
St. Anithoity's fir e
Sihot self
TuIoor
L'dlargeument of heart
Erysipelas
Fistula
I Liauged
Lockjaw
Poisoned self
Ituii Over
Commuplaiiit in bladder
Cough
Fracture(Il
Gout in stomiachi
htlieumiiatic fever
Scrofula
Slhot
Stricture ini palate, tlhroat
Accidentally shot
No.
2037
11392
865
678
37()
367
33)
339.
9285
60()
185
145
97
81
74
59
56
592
5s
46
41
4(1
5
5
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
9
12 2
2.
*)
1.
925.3
14.1
10.8
8.4
4.6
4.6
4 )
4.1
3.5
3 .*)
2.3
1.8
1.2
1.0
T rmush
('old
Fits
lullacy, inisaniity
Complainit ill howels
Water oI1 c(hest
Accidenital
Gout
Spasms
Br okeni b1)d0(1 vessel
Braini fever
Typhus fever
Buri-t, scalde(d
D)rowned
Fell
G rav el
tam1lge(l self
Cut thtroat
{l1Ipture
Stillborn
UTlcerated
Sore tlhroat
Crushed
Chicken pox
Chloked
Cholera
Comiiplainit in lungs
l)isorder in NN-omu1l)
Frozeni
Killed by fighting
Mrumlps
Murdered
l'olypus
Tuuinor on braii
seems likely that it was responsible for many deaths ascribed to decline. Convul-
sions, inflammation, dropsy, fever, and spasms represented what we would regard
as symptoms; spasms perhaps should be combined in Table 1 with convulsions.
Between them, these categories plus age account for more than half the deaths.
Next most conspicuous are 4 infectious diseases. The annual totals of deaths
they caused at all ages were from 12 to 43 for whooping cough, 12-38 for watery
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No.
36
33
33
992
928
25
19
17
16
15
13
12
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
6
S
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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TABLE 92
P~:ERCENT OF D)F:.vriis 11n AGE, GROoUP FORl VARliIOS 'CAUTSES',"1814-1818
(L.xAc?i.:s'r AGE GUloUP IS IN ITALIC's)
NN hioopi)Iig \'ate rv
Age group Con1vulisions heelth (cough
I wk 5.9
12 ~~~~4.6
3 3.4
1 m1o 14.9f 1.4 .3
92-6 310.2 5.5 1.
7-11 1(.3 98. 8 10. 8
1 yr- 90.4 .'12. 1 3o.
12 ~~~3.11 192.13 23. 8
13 92.11
4 0.97
5---(; ~~0.5 3. 1
7-9 (1. 8
10-14
1 5 -1
2(-1-29$
3(1-39)
4(0 -4$)
50-59)
601-69
5
1.4
(1.5
0
IIea(I Mheashes I IflfiaI1II1II1 lat I IoI
7
3.1 (1.7 1 .3
5. 1 7.1) 13.8
13.3 91.8 18. 7
.27. 432.2 .09
171.3 17.5 19.4
8.92 15.4 3.1
13.3 1 1 .9 3.1
6.1 0.7 3.6
1.0 1.3
4.1 1.4 (1.4
( 70.
1.43
1.1 (1.7 4.4
7.1
4.4
1.8
Total deatlhs 437 73 130 98 143 9925
Age group Sm1allp)ox Fever D)ecline D)ropsy Asthiiii1a
92-6 9.9 4.4 3.1 1.0
7-11 9.9 92.92 92.5 1.
1 yr- 2,2.0 6.6 6.6 90 912
12 IM~~9.1 6.0
3 1912 99-2. 3.8 1.
4 6.6 8.9 1.6 1.0I
5-6 8.8 6.6 2.9 1.0
7-9 12.) 1) 9.9 1.8 3.1
10-14 1.1 4.4 1.8 9.0
90-9-29 1.1 11.1 10.8 4.1
30-39 11 ..2 18.9 9.9 6.9'
40-49 4.4 15.7 28.6 93.7
50-59 6.6 11.6 17.3 3-2.0
60-69 1.1 4.4 8(1 6 99.4 98.9
70-79 9.9 0.5 4.1 6.9
80-89 1.0
[Not stated1] (1.4 92.0
Total dleatlhs 91 45 731 98 97-
head, 6-46 for measles, and 3-42 for smallpox. Infectious diseases and convulsions
afflicted mostly the very young. Table 2 indicates the distribution by age groups
of these and other major "causes" of death during the 5-yr period 1814-1818.
Over 90% of children dying of convulsions were under 2 years of age. The greatest
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TABLE 3
89 ACCIDENTAL AND VIOLENr lDEATHS BY CATEGOiRY, AGE GiROUP, ANI) SEX
Age group Fe-
(yr) 1-9 10-19 920-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 MaleIiiale
Accidental 5 1 3 9) 4 3 3 1 19 3
Burined, scalde(l 10 1 1 5 7
1)rowned 4 1 2 1 6 1 1
Fell 4 1 2 1 6 2
Crushie(d 3 1 1 3 2
Runi over 3 1 2
Accidlentally shot 1 1
Choke( 1 1
Ilanige(l self 1 1 2 3 1 5 3
Cut throat 2 3 1 1 6 1
Shlot self 2 1 1 4
Poisolle(d self 1 1 1 1 2
lallige(l 3 3
Shiot 2 "
Killed figlititig 1 1
M\lur(lered( 1 1
rotal 95 8 16 7 19 8 8 1 4 6-1 94 1
number of deaths in any age group from the major infectious diseases was at 1
yr. Babies of course did not die of teething, but they might die from something
else while cutting teeth. Adult deaths were likely to be ascribed to fever, decline,
dropsy, or asthma.
Watery head and water on the brain were names for hydrocephalus. Chronic
hydrocephalus is a relatively uncommon condition, but acute hydrocephalus, or
tuberculous meningitis, was much less so. The 5-yr sample analyzed in Table 2
shows that 87.9% of all the deaths ascribed to watery head occurred in children
under 5. The disease was recorded in every year from 1814 through 1828. The
London Bills of Mortality for 1734-1742 reviewed by Short (8) show that 5.1 %
of all deaths were ascribed to "Head-mold Shot, Horseshoe Head," two old names
that probably referred to what we call hydrocephalus. The equivalent figure for
the parish was 4.2% (Table 1).
A total of 97 maternal deaths in childbirth, or 1.2% of all deaths is, of course,
very high by modern standards. The comparable figure for England and Wales
in 1968 was 0.007% (9). It is also noteworthy that only 7 stillborn deaths were
recorded as such in the parish books. Certainly the actual number must have been
much larger (4, 6, 7, 11); in this parish either stillbirths were concealed or, less
likely, the stillborn babies were taken elsewhere for burial.
Mortification was gangrene. Liver grown referred to enlargement of that organ.
St. Anthony's fire was probably erysipelas (listed separately in Table 1) but possi-
bly ergotism.
There were 64 male and 24 female deaths by accident and violence; 1 victim,
who drowned, was not identified as to sex. No infants under 1 yr were involved,
but 25 of the total of 60 who died by accident were in the 1-9-yr-old group, burns
being the leading cause (Table 3). Sometimes "accidental" was recorded without
elaboration.
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TABLE 4
WTOlIKIIOUSE DEATIIS ANI) ALL OTIItIT DEATHhIS BY AGE: GiOup
Age group
(yr) Wl'orklhouise Other
Stillborni 0.1 O
0-4 12.1% 50.5
5-9 0.c 4.A
10-14 1.0 1.3
15-19 1.0 1.6
20-29 4.8 5.7
30-39 5.8 7.3
40-49 10.1 7.9
50-59 16.4 7. 0
60-69 19.3 6.5
70-79 2&?.5 5.1
80-89 5.3 1.7
90-99 1.0 0.4
Not state(I OA 0.7
TABLE 5
TEN iOST CO'IMON "CAUSES" OF DEATH OF
WORKHOUSE OCCUPANTS ANI) OF ALL OTHIERS
WN'orkliouse All other
,26.1% Age 7.5%
23.7 I)eCline, decay 25.4
12.8 Asthma 2.7
8.7 Dropsy 3.3
7.5 Conivulsiolis 14 4
3.9 Paralytic
2.2 FFever
2 .2 AMortificationi
1 .4 Iinflainiiiiatioji 11 3
1.4 Wh'loopinlg coughi 4.8
MlLeasles 4.8
Wlatery lheadl 4 4
Simiallpox 4 3
Twenty-two suicides, 6 of them female, in a total of 8039 deaths is 0.27% or
1 in 365 deaths. London as a whole was said to have had suicides in 1821 at the
proportion of 1 in 208 (12). The methods of suicide seem not remarkable except
for a man of 23 who, according to the record, hanged and shot himself. The record
also shows that 3 young men were "hanged"; presumably this means that they were
executed.
Finally, we may briefly consider the 414 deaths of workhouse occupants (Table
4). Only 1 of these deaths, incidentally, that of a 60-yr-old man who fell, was
by accident or violence. Of persons dying in the workhouse, 176 were male, 236
were female, and 2 were not identified as to sex. If these numbers are assumed
to have been proportional to the sex ratio among the living workhouse occupants,
the data could be taken as evidence for the relatively greater problems of women
in finding economic support. The distribution by age group of workhouse deaths100 THOMAS R. FORBES
was also quite different, proportionately fewer children and more elderly persons
ending their days in this institution. Again, in view of the economic and social
factors involved, this is not surprising. Differences in age distribution between work-
house occupants and all others also help to explain differences in the most frequent
"causes' of death (Table 5).
In summary, the sample of London's deaths represented by the St. Anne Soho
burial records is most conspicuous for the fact that nearly half of the decedents
were less than 5 yr old. Convulsions, teeth, whooping cough, watery head, and
measles were usually listed as responsible for these deaths. Relatively few persons
died at ages 5-15, but then the proportional mortality rate climbed, reaching its
peak in the 40-49-yr old group. The "causes" of death were often vague and in-
exact: decline, convulsions, and inflammation together account for about half of
all deaths. Stillborn deaths apparently were concealed. The proportion of maternal
deaths in childbirth was enormously higher than it is now. If the distribution by
age group of workhouse occupants who were buried was proportional to the live
population of that institution, then the latter group was characterized by relatively
large numbers of women and aged persons. These, in turn, were the persons most
likely to be both unemployed and not supported by others.
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